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CONSIDER PARTICIPATING IN OUR LARGEST FUNDRAISER!
When the funding of classroom assistants came up for discussion at the district level, the Merriam school community responded with unwavering support.  Why, because classroom assistants are critical to the implementation of our project-based curriculum/portfolio assessment school model.  Project-based learning teaches 21st century skills such as communication, presentation, organization, time management, research, reflection, group participation and leadership as well as school subject content.  This approach requires lots of preparation and planning, which makes our teaching assistants a must have versus a “nice to have”.  This is why 100% of PTO funds raised is used to support these classroom assets.  
However, the funding of seven or eight teaching assistants each year cannot happen without YOU, the parents – described by Ed Kauffman as one of the most important groups in our school community!  We are calling on YOU to support our school’s largest single fundraiser, the annual auction.  
Please consider donating a good or service to be included in the silent or live auction.  Every year there are a wide range of items and services that vary in value, but are all priceless to the winning bidders.  We appreciate all donations including big-ticket items like vacation homes, sports tickets and dinner parties, as well as smaller, unique items.   Don’t be intimidated, you don’t need to spend a lot of money or go it alone.  Think about a skill or service that you (or a small group of people) could provide to others.  How about cooking, music/voice, scrapbooking, financial planning, handyman, photography, tennis, gardening or sewing lessons/services?  The options are limitless.  Each year, donations from parents and school staff bring in over half of total auction revenues.  
Other ideas can include:  
· Vacation Getaway – a weekend stay at a beach, mountain or city condo/home

· Tickets to a Red Sox, Patriots, Bruins or Celtics game or a Broadway Show

· Adult Themed Parties  – host a party at your home with games, food, and spirits

· Children’s Themed Parties – host a party for a group of children

· Frequent flyer miles

· Hiking or mountain biking trip

· Dessert, soup, or pasta of the Month Club – food item delivered to the winning bidder each month
· Donate a raffle item from our Raffle Wish List (listed on back)
Once you have decided on what to donate, please review the back of this form and select a method to make your donation.  Forms need to be submitted by Friday, February 3rd.  This will allow us enough time to include your generous donation in the online and printed catalog of auction items.
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