Merriam PTO Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2010

Board Members Present:   Kim McCormick, PTO Co-Chair, Neena Arora, PTO Co-Chair, Ed Kaufman, Principal, Dianna McNeish, PTO Treasurer, Tricia Forrester, PTO Secretary

Also Present: Seema Shah, Jenny Ding, David Chain, Wenju Wu, Scott Rose, Meredith Ward, Lauren Pollak, Shunshan Zhu, Rixin Li, Mandy Zerrogos, Linda McMullon, Kate Shiebler, Christy Nealon, Annie Doble Chris Porth, Jean Goulden (visitor), Diana Woodruff, Anne Kress
Kim called the meeting to order at 6:07pm.  
Dianna McNeish presented the fundraising update.  The PTO goal to raise $500 from directory advertising came in over-budget by $1300.  The Family Portrait fall fundraiser came in over-budget by $50, collecting $1250.00.  The Otis Cookie/Innisbrook Giftwrap fundraiser has just finished with estimated projections.  We budgeted for $5300 and sold $10, 946 of product.  We should have an exact percentage of our profit very soon.  The School Photos fundraiser fell short of budget by $330.94.  We budgeted for $2500 and took in $2169.06.  The first of  three SCRIPS offerings brought in $400 this fall.  We budgeted $1000 for the year and feel we will make this goal by offering SCRIPS two more times this year. 

Kim reported that Nurse Betty Mazone is looking for parent volunteers to help with November screenings.  The Lost and Found needs a volunteer coordinator, especially with the upcoming winter season.  We are actively recruiting for Basketball players for the December PTO Parent vs. PTO Staff Basketball Game.  The Camp Fair and Auction Committee have had their kick-off meetings.  They are still looking for more volunteers.  
Teacher Updates were provided by Christy Nealon (5th & 6th grade), Kate Shiebler (3rd & 4th grade) and Annie Doble (1st & 2nd grade.)  
In sixth grade, Christy told us the kids were studying Prehistoric Man and Ancient Civilization with the theme of what makes a civilization.  They are focusing on Egypt.  In Language Arts, the kids are working on two descriptive writing assignments.  The first assignment is to write a story with captions and the second is to write a dream description.  They are studying micro-organisms in science using microscopes.  They are looking at what is in the water.  In reading, students are working in small groups and focusing on comprehension skills.  
In fifth grade, Language Arts, students are using the Daily 5 with their Writing.  They are on Unit 2 in Every Day Math, working on probability, multiplication and division facts.  Students are studying ecosystems in science.  They have created aquariums and terrariums with Coke bottles.  Soon, they will hook the bottles together to study what the results will be.  In Social Studies, they are studying colonization, Jamestown.  Students are also studying the northern, middle and southern colonies.

There are two service learning projects with the fifth and sixth grade levels.  The fifth grade is working on a recycling project called single stream.  Sixth graders are working with JD Head, Facilities, and Kate Crosby to see the amount of energy used in the building.  The project is called Reduce the Juice.  

Kate will provide more detail next month for the fourth grade level.  In Social Studies, fourth graders are currently working on studying a particular state – owning-a-state.  They are preparing for parents to come in for their presentations and Social Studies Jeopardy.    

In third grade, students are studying the Pilgrims in Social Studies.  They are looking at their arrival to North American and are studying the Wompanoag Indians.  Students are studying Indian word translations.  They are also preparing for a field trip to the Plymouth Plantation in early November.  Third graders have completed Unit 2 in Every Day Math.  This unit focuses on algorimins.   Students have been progressing with the Open Circle program.

Annie reported first graders are getting use to their daily routines in the classroom.  They are working on phonics and rhyming.  They are getting used to Open Circle.  Assessments are happening right now with a lot of small group work going on in the classroom.  In Social Studies, they are looking at the ocean habitats.  Students are working with Kathy Richardson on math concepts in a tangible way – how kids process math.

Second graders are studying Acton Long Ago in Social Studies.  They have just completed with trip to Old Boxborough School House.  They will be interviewing people who grew up in the 1950s to record and share with the class.  They are working on Unit 2 in Every Day Math and Conflict Resolution in Open Circle.

Art & Music At Merriam – A Presentation of Specials by Instructors.
We assembled in the Art Room with Anne Kress and Diana Woodruff to experience an art class that students would have at Merriam.
Our project was color mixing with tempera paint.  Students learn how to create images using color and invent/discover new colors by mixing paints.  Students learn to mix colors to create mood or make images richer.  Students learn what primary colors to mix to make secondary colors and how to make colors lighter or darker.  Parents each got  paper and paint to experiment with to create an abstract design utilizing color mixing primary colors.  Diana explained students complete many projects involving drawing, painting and sculpting from Kindergarten to Sixth grade.  The projects get more intricate as their skills develop.

After this presentation, parents went to the Music Room with Chris Porth, Merriam music instructor.  Parents were assembled in a circle with various size West African drums.  We began drumming to a familiar West African song.  Chris demonstrated on the drums many techniques with lively parent participation.  He explained and we participated in Call-and-Response, Doom-and-Beck and Volume (with a ‘rain storm’) using our drums.  Following this, we all assembled on the risers for a review of prescale and decoding of notes.  There were many laughs as parents sang along to the notes on the board.  On the way out, parents could take a copy of Chris’ follow-up to his presentation entitled “Why I Teach Music?”
There were many opportunities to ask questions throughout the presentations.  The meeting adjourned at 7:30pm
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