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In households throughout the B @B

world (and throughout Acton)

the new year is celebrated at

different times and in different ways, depending
on the cultural or religious significance for
individuals and for families. For me it has always
felt that the day after Labor Day, when school
reopened for teachers and/or students, marked the
beginning of a new year. After all, from the
moment I entered school as a kindergartener, and
throughout all of my years as a student and then
as an educator/counselor, right up until this day, I
have always operated on a school calendar — for
forty-seven years.

Happy New Year!

So it’s no wonder that I'm always filled with
excitement and a bit of nervousness as this time of
year approaches. It is a time when we take stock
of where we are in our education, and look ahead
to a year filled with so much promise. In each of
my many years using the school calendar, I've
wondered what new friendships I would make,
what new things I would learn, what challenges I
would face, and whether this would be the best
year ever.

In this new year at Merriam there are many
things for all of us to look forward to. We will have
technology advances: more student laptops, more
classes with Smartboards, and more training for
staff. We will be initiating our new Merriam
website, which we hope will provide easy
navigation. Our theme for the year, “What’s the
Story?” will be fun and thought-provoking for
children. All of our classroom teachers will be
trained in the Open Circle program by the end of
this year, and will be able to share this social
curriculum with their students. We will have one
year of Everyday Math under our belts, with the
opportunity to do even more exciting math in the
coming year. Our teachers will be collaborating
even more than ever, creating and refining
engaging projects for your children. Our PTO will
be providing new and fun activities and fund-
raisers for all of our families. The list goes on...
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Perhaps of most importance to me is that this
year will provide more possibilities to create and
deepen connections between and among people
within our community. We are a large school
community, but it is my belief that we can feel
more and more like a smaller community through
the ways that we interact with one another.

I look forward to our school being a place where
one can observe any Merriam interaction — in a
classroom, a PTO meeting, a staff conversation, a
Theme Day event, a discussion between a student
and a custodian, etc — and see caring, connected,
and motivated individuals working together. This
“working together”, a skill that we want our
students to achieve, is no easy task and requires
patience, good will, and time. I believe that we at
Merriam can set an example about how to work
together peacefully, intelligently, and creatively,
and thus truly make a difference in our world.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

New Faces at Merriam

In the next couple of newsletter articles, staff who
are either new to Merriam or in new positions at
Merriam will introduce themselves. I hope that
you will have the opportunity to say hello when
you see them at school. This month, you’ll get to
hear from Brenda Hayes (our new 19-hour math
assistant), Christina Harris (our new music
teacher who will be teaching fourth grade and
some kindergarten classes), and Jayanthi
Sampathkumaran (who will join our office staff
for ten hours per week). Welcome to all of them!
~ Ed

Brenda Hayes As an eight-year veteran of the
Chicago Everyday Math Program and a certified
teacher, I am excited to be entering the
classrooms of the Merriam Elementary School as
the new math assistant. It is my mission to show
children that

Continued on Page 2



New Faces - from Page 1

math is powerful... math is everywhere and math
is fun. While this math position is brand new, I
feel my two years experience assisting in the
Learning Center and in classrooms will allow me
to 'hit the ground running' at Merriam. I look
forward to seeing my old friends in grades 4-6 and
meeting new friends in grades K-3.

On our very small farm in Littleton, we keep a
large variety of animals; twenty pets in all from
horses and tortoises to chickens and dogs. We can
see from the symmetry of a tortoise’s shell to the
random probability of a rooster's crow that math
is all around us. Caring for these wonderful
beings keeps us grounded in the present and
appreciative of the moment. My animals also give
me an endless supply of open response questions
and "$" word problems. I have enjoyed the good
fortune of sharing a few of my animals with
students and staff at Merriam and I hope to
continue in the future.

Christina Harris I am originally from
southwest Virginia, and taught middle school
band and elementary music in Tennessee,
Virginia, Kentucky, and most recently, Alaska. I
have music education degrees from Appalachian
State University, UNC, and the University of
Tennessee. My husband, William, is a member of
the USAF Band of Liberty, and is stationed at
Hanscom, AFB. We have 3 sons and all enjoy
camping, hiking, and fishing. I am very excited to
be teaching music at Merriam this year!

Jayanthi Sampathkumaran Hello. My name is
Jayanthi Sampathkumaran. I live in Acton with
my family. I have two boys; the older one will be a
sophomore at the High School and the younger
one will be starting 7th grade this fall. I have a
Bachelors degree from University of Illinois in
Applied Health Sciences. I worked at Deaconess
Hospital until my first child was born. I have been
a stay-at-home mom since then, volunteering at
McCarthy-Towne School (where my boys studied)
and I also served on McCarthy-Towne School
Council for the last 6 years. Currently, I am a
substitute teacher at McCarthy-Towne and will be
starting my new position in the Merriam School
office. As I transition myself into the work force, I
am looking forward to meeting the students,
teachers, and parents and making new friends in
the Merriam School community.

Welcome from the PTO
Welcome students and families to the 2009/2010
school year at Merriam School! We hope that your
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summer was relaxing and FUN! We are very
excited to meet the newest members of our
Merriam Community. This year, in addition to
welcoming all students in our 4 incoming
Kindergarten sections, we are welcoming over 40
new students from grades 1st through 6th! We're
ready to get started on another great year of
learning, growing, and sharing our ideas together.

This summer, the PTO Board has been hard at
work developing our fundraising plan for the
upcoming school year. The primary fundraising
goal of our organization is to provide funds to
support our amazing classroom assistants. Our
classroom assistants are present in every
Merriam classroom from Kindergarten through
sixth grade! These dedicated, kind, and
knowledgeable individuals are a unique and
incredibly important asset to our children's
educational experience. Each year the PTO is
called upon to fund a major portion of the
classroom assistant funding. Thanks to the
incredible generosity of our Merriam families, the
PTO was able to reach our fundraising goal of
$87,450 during the 2008/2009 school year!! Our
fundraising goals have increased in order to fund
our growing school community and we must count
on you for your support this year.

The PTO Board is continuing to strive to make
our FUNdraising events FUN. At the end of this
past school year, the PTO sent home a survey
which included questions regarding our
fundraising events. Thanks to your feedback, we
will be introducing a few new fundraisers. Our
returning events include our Family Portrait
fundraiser, our 2nd annual participation in the
Oktoberfest 5k walk/run through West Acton,
Scholastic Book Fair, Camp Fair, and our
incredibly fun Merriam Auction. Our NEW fall
fundraiser will consist of super cool Merriam caps
(includes your name on the back of each cap),
Merriam logo aluminum water bottles along with
other items arriving JUST IN TIME to wear if you
choose to attend and/or participate in the
Oktoberfest 5k walk/run. This year's social events
include, and back by popular demand, our 2nd
Annual Disco Party in October, February's
Chinese Social, and International Night in May.

Please join us for our always informative PTO
meetings featuring Community Conversations.
Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 22nd, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the
Merriam Library. Look for more information in

Continued on page 3



Welcome from the PTO - from page 2
your child's mail packet on our VERY exciting
topic. Faculty representatives are also present at
all PTO meetings to discuss grade level updates.
Future PTO meetings will be held approximately
each month and childcare will be available during
our October and March PTO/Community
Conversation meetings. Morning PTO meetings
will also be held in November (featuring bagels
and coffee) and our hugely popular Muffins with
Mom, Donuts with Dad PTO meeting before the
start of the school day on Wednesday, January 6,
2010. Specific dates and times for all PTO
meetings and Community Conversations can be
found on our website by visiting
www.merriampto.org or watch for dates
announced in our monthly newsletter.

The Merriam PTO needs YOUR help to ensure a
successful year. Your dedication is directly related
to our success and the success of the PTO directly
contributes to our children's education and the
overall excellence of our school. Let's do all we can
to continue the strong Merriam tradition of
community, working together as one for the best
educational experience for our children and their
families. We look forward to hearing from you!
Please email us at donna@obxnj.com or kim@mcc-
group.com with your ideas, questions, comments,
and concerns. Thank you for your time and enjoy
the start of school!

The Merriam PTO Board: Donna German, Kim
McCormick, Lisa Pratt, and Tricia Forrester.

Merriam School Council
Has Openings to Fill

All schools in Massachusetts are required by the
State Educational Reform Act to establish and
maintain a School Council. The School Council is
responsible for assisting the principal in
identifying educational needs of students,
reviewing the annual budget, and formulating a
school improvement plan and educational goals.

The School Council is comprised of the school
administrator, teachers, parents, and “other
persons,” such as representatives from municipal
government, business, and labor organizations,
institutions of higher education, and human
services agencies. Teacher representatives to the
Merriam School Council are Maryann Ayers,
Karen Sonner, and Colm McDermott. Parent
representatives to the School Council are Jenny
Patterson and Beth Davis. Trish Underwood
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(former Merriam parent) will be our community
representative. Margaret Miley will return as our
School Council secretary.

In its role of identifying educational needs, each
year the School Council defines goals and

monitors progress on those goals. Programs and
activities were put in place last year to meet the
following goals outlined for the 2008-2009 year:

1. Continue our work encouraging parent
participation that is more fully representative of
our diverse community.

2. Pilot Everyday Math as the new math program
at Merriam.

3. Have teachers increase skills with the new
laptop computers and increase the opportunities
for integrated use of technology.

Our Homework Guide, distributed at Open House,
our spring “Math Games Night,” and our Student
Laptop Projects were just some of the ways that
we produced outcomes to meet those goals.

The goals for 2009-2010 are:

1. Continue to help teachers become more
comfortable and skilled with the new technology,
providing opportunities for integrated instruction.
2. Revise the Merriam “End of Year Assessment
Summary Documents.”

3. Examine and share staff strategies for
increasing students’ social skills and decreasing
bullying behavior.

Throughout the year the School Council will
assess the strategies that are being used to meet
these goals.

The Merriam School Council meets formally seven
or eight times each year on Tuesday evenings.
Members may have responsibilities outside of
those meetings. Currently, the Council has two
openings for parent representatives. If you are
interested in serving a three-year term on the
School Council, please look for detailed
information on a flyer in this week’s mail packet.
Candidates must nominate themselves and
nominations will be due Monday, September 14.
In accordance with state law, the PTO Board is
required to recruit candidates and implement an
election to determine new School Council parent
representatives.

The first official meeting of the School Council for
this school year will be held Tuesday, October 13,
6:00-7:30 p.m. All meetings are open to the public.



Commonly Asked Questions
about Merriam School

What opportunities do parents have to learn
about activities at Merriam? There are many
ways in which parents can find out what’s going
on at Merriam. Among them:

Merriam School/PTO website
Friday family mail packets
Monthly school newsletters
Classroom newsletters

PTO Classroom Representative
Community Conversations
Monthly PTO meetings

Monthly School Council meetings
Welcoming Committee

School Directory/Calendar

What opportunities do students have to meet
students and teachers in other classes and
grades? Community is at the heart of Merriam.
There are many school structures and strategies
designed to facilitate a sense of community. Some
include:

e Family Groups (mixed-age groups of
children that meet for Community Day
and Theme Days)

Reading Buddy Classes

Birthday Lunch

All School Meetings

Theme Days

Community Day

Multi-aged groups on the playground at
recess and on the bus

Merriam School values the relationships between
students and students as well as students and
teachers. Merriam teachers decide individually
how they would like children to address them.
Most teachers choose to have students address
them by their first name. Their rationale is that
the relationship begins at a more personal level.

When do I have a chance to review my
child’s progress with the teacher? Merriam
teachers schedule two Parent-Teacher conferences
per year (many parents/teachers schedule
additional conferences). Students conduct
conferences with their families in February.
Children’s work is collected and organized in a
portfolio that travels with them from
kindergarten to sixth grade. Merriam School is
required to meet the goals of the Acton Public
Schools (as are all schools in Acton), and teachers
assess children on the accomplishment of these
goals. End-of-the-year Assessment Summary
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Reports record the progress of children’s
attainment of these goals in reading, writing, and
math.

How do I know that my child’s learning style
will be suited to a project-based learning
experience? In order to implement project-based
learning, Merriam classrooms are highly
organized learning environments. Children learn
to take responsibility for and pride in their
schoolwork and, in the process, develop skills of
independence, resourcefulness, and team building.

How do I purchase milk and/or lunch tickets
for my child? Lunch tickets may be purchased
from the cafeteria for $2.25 each. Order forms are
available in the office or on the Merriam website.
Tickets can only be purchased in batches of 5 and
the cafeteria can only accept checks as payment
for tickets. Once you have ordered your tickets
they will be processed within 2-3 days and sent
home with your child.

When my child will be out of school due to
illness or family holiday, do I need to contact
someone? YES! Every day your child will be out
of school, a phone call must be made to the Safe
Arrival phone number: (978) 264-3373. Your call
should be made before the start of the school day.
For any long-term absences, both the office and
the classroom teacher should be notified of
departure and return dates.

How do I ensure that my child will be
included in the bus system? All kindergarten
students will receive a printed bus tag prior to the
first day of school. Bus schedules are available on
the Acton Public Schools website
(www.ab.mec.edu) and are published in The
Beacon on the Thursday before school starts. The
Transportation Department can be reached at
(978) 263-3451.

What do I do if my child wants to take a
different bus to a friend’s house? Bus passes
are available in the school office and are sent
home in the first Friday family mail packet.
Students in grades one through six are allowed to
use bus passes. They must be filled out and given
to the teacher on the day of use. Please remember
to print clearly and to include all required
information. Parents will be notified when buses
are closed to passes due to occupancy numbers.

What is the process for dropping off my
child? School starts this year at 8:30 a.m.

Continued on page 5
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therefore, students should not be dropped off any
earlier than 8:15 a.m. as there is no one available
to supervise them prior to this time. Cars are not

allowed in the front circle

]oetweerél télg (l)lours of 8:00 mé\/
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. so you ——F

will need to drop your C
child off in the lower D == o @

. . e ————
parking lot by the loading @) 0
dock. If a student needs to w_\@/
be dropped off later than 8:30, please inform the
office that your child will be late and remind them

to sign in at the office when they arrive to ensure
that they are not marked absent.

What do I do if my child is to be picked up at
school? If you will be picking your child up from
school you need to send in a dismissal note with
your child in the morning. This ensures that both
the teacher and the office are aware of the
dismissal plans for that day. Dismissal notes are
available in the office and also on the Merriam
website. Your child can either be dismissed
outside to the car pick-up line, or you can meet
them in the lobby. Please make sure your child
knows where to meet you. If your child needs to be
dismissed early, you should also send in a
dismissal note in the morning indicating the time
you will be picking up your child. In this case, you
will need to meet them in the lobby and sign them
out in the office. We strongly encourage parents
not to pick students up between 2:30 p.m. and
2:45 p.m. as this is a very busy time in the
classroom.

What is Friday family mail? Friday family mail
is Merriam’s system for sending paperwork home.
At the end of each week, mail is sent home with
the youngest Merriam student in each family. The
mail will contain important information such as
school notices, the school newsletter, class
newsletters, monthly school lunch menus, forms,
flyers, and fundraising materials.

What is the best way to contact teachers
during the day? As you can appreciate, teachers
are very busy during the school day. If you need to
contact a teacher, the best method would be to
send them an e-mail or leave them a voicemail.
Teachers will generally respond to e-mail and
voicemail at the end of the school day. If you need
to reach a teacher urgently, contact Allison in the
main office and she will get a message to the
teacher.

Merriam's Cashless Fundraising
Opportunities

Merriam is participating in the following cashless
fundraising programs that raise money and
equipment for Merriam at no cost to you.

Donelan Receipts - Register Tapes for
Education 2009-2010 We are participating in
the Register Tapes for Education Program which
allows us to earn free school equipment for
Merriam. If you shop at Donelan stores, please
save and send your receipts to the Merriam
Collection Box, located in the School Office. We
have until March 31, 2010 to submit eligible
Donelan cash register receipts (receipts dated
9/1/09 to 3/31/10) into valuable cash value points.
In April 2010, Merriam will select educational
equipment with our program-to-date cash value
points. Last year, we surpassed our goal of
100,000 cash value points and selected an Azden
Sound System and office supplies. Our goal this
year is to turn in 115,000 cash value points.
Receipts can be sent to school with your child or
dropped off in the office for the collection box.

Box Tops for Education Spread the word to
friends and family and enlist their help clipping
and saving Box Top coupons for Merriam School.
The ten cent Box Tops add up quickly. In previous
years, Merriam has received more than $900 from
the Box Tops sent in by Merriam families.

New this year, Box Tops and Kimberly Clark are
giving away a total of 1,000,000 Bonus Box tops in
"The Big Clip" sweepstakes. You can enter every
day at TheBigClip.com to win up to 500,000
Bonus Box Tops for Merriam, worth $50,000. The
Sweepstakes ends 10-31-09.

Box Tops and Barnes & Noble have teamed up to
create the Reading Room, which is an on-line
shopping program with an emphasis on kid's
books. When you purchase books through the Box
Tops Reading Room at www.btfe.com, Merriam
receives 6% on new book purchases and 3% on all
other purchases.

Also, check out Box Tops Marketplace at
www.btfe.com. The Marketplace is an on-line
shopping program where school supporters can
shop at more than 100 favorite on-line retailers
like Lands End and Staples. A percentage of all
qualifying purchases will be automatically
credited to Merriam.

Send your Box Tops to school with your children
Continued on page 6
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or drop them off in the office. For more
information, check out boxtops4education.com,
btfe.com, or contact Tricia Forrester at
puforrester@gmail.com.

Target's "Take Charge of Education" Do you
shop regularly at Target and Target.com? Do you
already have a REDcard? If not, would you
consider getting one? You can easily enroll your
REDcard in Target's Take Charge of Education
program and choose Merriam School in Acton
from their eligible school list. Once enrolled, 1% of
your REDcard purchases at Target and
Target.com are donated to Merriam. More than
seven million Target cardholders participate
nationwide. For some schools, it adds up to as
much as $10,000 a year, distributed twice a year,
in March and September.

Fall Social Dance Party Slated
For Friday, October 16th

gé Cr The 2nd annual Fall Social
Dance Party, "Merriam Rocks,"
.’ J will be held Friday, October
iy s' 16th from 6-8 p.m.
- < The Cafetorium will come
N ~  alive with awesome music,
an amazing light show, and the
students’ best dance moves! So
come by to meet up with your friends and have a
great time!

If you like to get involved with this event, please
contact Ann O'Grady, Fall Social Chairperson, at
acogrady@hotmail.com or 978-635-1250. Your
help will be greatly appreciated by all the
students and the PTO!!

Consider Being a Buddy Family

The 2009 -10 school season is upon us and it’s
sure to be another great year at Merriam. We
warmly welcome new families to our community,
and as an extension of that, we are once again
offering a Buddy Family program.

This program offers families who are new to
Merriam, and perhaps to Acton, a chance to more
closely connect with a family who is already part
of our school. Buddy families might call a new-to-
Merriam family and ask how the transition is
going. They would be available to answer
questions, such as what kinds of volunteer
opportunities there are at Merriam, or where the
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grocery stores in town are located.

We are currently looking for Buddy Families for
this meaningful, yet low-key program.

If you would like to be a Buddy Family this year,
please contact Kelley Vialle at Vialle@att.net for
further information.

Portrait Fundraiser October 3-4
at the Acton Arboretum

The Family Portrait Fundraiser will take place on
Saturday, October 3 and Sunday, October 4 (Rain
dates are TBD) at the Acton Arboretum. Two
professional photographers will again donate their
time for this PTO fundraiser. The sitting fee is
$50. Take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity for a family portrait. The entire
sitting fee goes to the Merriam PTO and supports
our terrific teaching assistants.

Photo sessions will take place at the scenic Acton
Arboretum. Maureen Fletcher will take
photographs on Saturday, October 3rd from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Her work can be viewed at Maureen
fletcher.com. Matthew Handelman is a former
Merriam dad, and his work can be viewed at
singingshadow.com. He will take pictures on
Sunday, October 4, also from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

If you are interested in reserving a sitting, please
/ = contact Orissa Lawrence at
\\\\ merriamportraits@
O gmail.com. Appointments
will be confirmed upon
receipt of a check for $50,
made payable to The Merriam
PTO. Please send your check to the
Merriam office in an envelope marked
Family Portraits.

Volunteers are needed to help coordinate the
event on Saturday and Sunday, October 3rd and
4th. If you are interested in helping, please
contact Orissa Lawrence. Thank you!

Translators Needed

Do you have a knowledge of languages? Are you
looking to keep your language skills sharp? The
Merriam Community Newsletter is in need of
people who can translate the newsletter into
Mandarin and Portuguese.

If you are interested, please contact Ed Kaufman
at ekaufman@ mail.ab.mec.edu.



Reserve your Advertising Space for the 2009 &
2010 Merriam School Directory

NOW!

** Would you like your business included? **
Publicize your business to the Merriam Community year round
while helping to support Classroom Assistants!

** How will it work? **

The di mensions of the 2009/10 Merriam Sch
There are approximately 400 families who use this directory all year long.

Choose the perfect ad size for your business

SIZE PRICE
Quarter Page (5.1 $ 45.00
Half Page (5.16 x $ 75.00
Three-Quar ter Page ( $110.00
Full Page (5.16 x $125.00

Student Ads (Kids only): two, three, and four -line options on inside back page. Great way
to advertise babysitting services, lawn mowing, sidewalk snow removal, etc!

Cost: $10 for atwo -line ad, $15 for a three -line ad, or $20 for a four -line ad.

Please make checks payable to Merriam PTO
and mail to Rebecca Niles Peretz, 5 Grace Path, Acton, MA 01720

Email Rebecca Niles Peretz - nerds@comcast.net with your name, phone #, business name, & ad

size. Ad copy & graphics should be submitted as soon as possible to Rebecca Niles Peretz.  High
resolution .pdf files preferred. All ads are black & white. If you have questions regarding ad
layout or format, please contact Janie Shen at  xvelasco@yahoo.comor at 978 -263-8198.

Payment to the Merriam PTO must be submitted by Wednesday, September 9, 2009.
Thank you for your support!!



Thinking of Getting Involved?

Room Parents Needed

Becoming a Room Parent can be a great way to
get involved with your child’s class. Each new
class seeks two people who wish to be Room
Parents. The responsibilities vary by teacher, but
typical duties include:

e Being available as a resource to the
teacher.

¢ Sending emails or making calls to parents
from your class regarding class or school
issues.

¢ Contacting families of new students to
welcome them to Merriam.

¢ Organizing--not necessarily hosting--at
least one social function for parents
during the first year together. Potlucks
are popular. (A social gathering in the
second year of the loop is optional.)

If you are interested in becoming Room Parent for
a particular class, please contact Lisa Pearson at
lisa.pearson@hewitt.com or 978-929-9329.

This Month’s Recipe from
Healthy Cooking for Kids

Gobbledygook

Ingredients

4 cups Cheerios or other toasted oat cereal

1 cup chopped shelled peanuts

1 cup raisins or dried pitted prunes or apricots,
chopped

Y% cup margarine, melted

1 cup sunflower seeds

1 cup chopped pretzels

Directions
Mix cereal, nuts, and raisins in large bowl.
Pour melted margarine over cereal mixture
and toss lightly with fork until coated.
Sprinkle in seeds and pretzel bits
and toss again. Or, place whole
mixture into large plastic bag, seal
and shake well. Serve in sandwich bags
or small bowls. May be refrigerated in airtight
container up to one week. Recipe makes six to
eight servings.

Child Care Co-ops Forming in
Kindergarten-Grade 2

Do you need child care in order to volunteer at
school? Parents of children in kindergarten
through grade 2 will have a chance to sign up for
8

a child care coop program during the upcoming
back-to-school night. You and other parents who
sign up will be able to contact each other and
swap child care. This program is dependent on,
and run by, the parents who sign up. Look for
sign-up sheets at back-to-school night.

Merriam?’s Hospitality
Committee Needs You!

Join us in showing Merriam's unique spirit of
welcoming and generosity with the hospitality
committee. We need people to help with cooking,
setting up, or purchasing supplies for several
events throughout the year. These events include
the teacher appreciation lunch, the School Board
Committee meeting, the kindergarten information
night, the camp fair bake sale, and the senior
lunch. Thanks to all who have contributed in the
past and to all those who are willing to help in the
future! Please contact Kathy at Kathy@
Simmonscaruso.com or Lana at lepaone@
comcast.net if you would like to help.

Help! Weeds! PDB Landscaping
Committee Needs You! Get Out
Your Gardening Gloves!

Come have some outdoor fun with
Merriam and McCarthy-Towne
parents working on the

gardens, plants, and beds A
around the Parker Damon N
Building. Join us for weeding ~ i g

days (most Thursdays at 10 - & ,
weather permitting), or for

the Fall Clean-Up (October 18),

Spring Clean-up May), and May

Earth Week. We need help with any or all of the
following: weeding, project/plantings planning,
Earth Week, one or both of the clean up days.

All you need is a little energy, enthusiasm, &
garden gloves!

Don’t know anything about gardening? No
problem! Join Amanda Lye and Karen Dean,
September 17th at 10 in front of the Parker
Damon Building. You will learn different
techniques used in gardening and planting, and
put them into practice here on the Parker Damon
Grounds. Get a little practice for your own
gardens! There will be a handout to take home to
help you plan your own garden ideas.

The clean up and landscaping of the Parker
Damon Building grounds is done by volunteers
only and we need you!



Auction Kick-0Off Meeting:
Save the Date!

The Merriam School Auction for the 2009/2010
school year will be held on Saturday, March 6,
2010 and the planning starts now! In order for our
Auction to be a success, we need your help. Join
us for our first planning meeting and find out how

you can get involved and become an important
part of Merriam's LARGEST fundraiser.

e Meeting DATE: Sunday, September 20,
2009

e TIME: 7:00 p.m.

e LOCATION: Donna German's house: 33
Stoneymeade Way.

Remember: all proceeds from the Auction go
directly to funding our AMAZING Teaching
Assistants. If you are unable to attend the kick off
meeting but want to become involved, please
contact Donna at donna@obxnj.com.

Mark your Calendar: Fall Clean-
Up is October 18th!

Join us for Fall Clean-Up of the gardens at the
Parker Damon Building on Sunday, October 18th
from 10-1. Come have fun raking and cleaning up
the grounds with other families. We need your
help to get these Parker-Damon grounds and

gardens cleaned up this fall! Together we can
make our grounds look beautiful! Bring your
rakes, weeding tools, and wheel barrows... The
whole family is welcome!

Camp Fair Meeting Sept. 29th

Your help is needed at the Camp Fair planning
meeting on Tuesday, September 29th at 7 p.m. in
the Parker Damon Library.

This longstanding and wildly successful
fundraiser has been held each winter for the past
16 years. In January we will be hosting over 90
summer camps that will showcase their 2010
summer programs. This event is FREE and serves
the entire Acton community and surrounding
towns. The 2010 Camp Fair will be held on
Tuesday, January 19th from 5-8 p.m. in the
Parker Damon Gym.

Volunteering for the Camp Fair is easy and fun,
and tasks are clearly outlined. Come be a part of
this energetic committee and second largest
fundraiser. Your help is needed so Merriam can
continue to provide this great night for the
community and raise an incredible amount of
funds for our classroom teaching assistants — all
while Merriam Families aren’t asked for a penny!
For more information, please contact Trudy
Khosla at merriamcampfair@aol.com or
978.263.6258.

The Merriam Community News
Editor: Joe Campo = Production: Sue Follett
The next Community News will be published on Friday, October 2.

Email articles by September 25 to Joe at jb_campo@yahoo.com.




